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The Nikolaev Astronomical Observatory (NAO) was founded in 1821. During last
decades two main directions of scientific activity such as position determination
of celestial bodies and astronomical instrumentation were formed. Considerable
experience and achievements were gained at this fields in the NAO. They prove
the existence of corresponding scientific schools. Especially and productively in
second half of 20th century differential observations were developed for determi-
nation of star and Solar System bodies coordinates. All observations by absolute
methods served as a base for refinement of international fundamental catalogues
FK3, FK4 and FK5. On the whole, at the activity period of the NAQ nearly
35 differential position catatogs including modern one by the use of CCD methods
were compiled. For last decades in the glass library of the NAO more than nine
thousands of astroplates were collected. In the scientific school on astronomi-
cal instrumentation the most efficiency was achieved in the end of 20th century.
In 1995 in the NAO the new telescope — the Axial meridian circle (AMC) of
the original horizontal design and equipped with modern CCD registration re-
ceivers under computer control was put into operation. In 1999 the AMC was
included in the list of objects representing the National Property of Ukraine.
In 2000 creation of a Fast Robotic Telescape with mirror optics, CCD receivers
and computer control has been started. Development of the NAO on new units
of the telescopes, recording CCD devices, program control take root at other
observatories of Ukraine and the Former SU.
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